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March 18–25
Spring recess

March 21
Instructors’ final grade reports due—

9 a.m.

THIRD TERM 2007

March 26
Beginning of instruction—8 a.m.

March 27
Undergraduate Academic Standards

and Honors Committee—9 a.m.

April 13
Last day for adding courses and

removing conditions and incom-
pletes

April 25–May 1
Midterm examination period

May 7
Midterm deficiency notices due—

9 a.m.
Last day for seniors to remove condi-

tions and incompletes

May 16
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cising pass/fail option, and chang-
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May 17–June 1
Registration for first term, 2007–08,

and for summer research

May 18
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Philosophy and Engineer

May 25
Last day of classes—seniors and grad-

uate students
Last day for presenting theses for the

degrees of Doctor of Philosophy
and Engineer

May 26–29
Study period for seniors and graduate

students

May 28
Memorial Day (Institute holiday)

May 30*–June 1
Final examinations for seniors and

graduate students, third term,
2006–07

June 1
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Last day to register for first term,

2007–08, without a $50 late fee

June 2–5
Study period for undergraduates

June 4
Instructors’ final grade reports due for

seniors and graduate students—
9 a.m.

June 6
Undergraduate Academic Standards

and Honors Committee—9 a.m.
Curriculum Committee—10 a.m.
Faculty meeting—2 p.m.

June 6*–8
Final examinations for undergradu-

ates, third term, 2006–07

June 8
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End of third term, 2006–07

June 13
Instructors’ final grade reports due for

undergraduates—9 a.m.

June 20
Undergraduate Academic Standards

and Honors Committee—9 a.m.

July 4
Independence Day (Institute holiday)

September 3
Labor Day (Institute holiday)

FIRST TERM 2007–08 

September 10–14
Pre-orientation for international 

students

September 16
New-student check-in, location and

time TBA

September 17–21
New-student orientation

September 24
Beginning of instruction—8 a.m.

September 25
Undergraduate Academic Standards

and Honors Committee—9 a.m.
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FIRST TERM 2006

September 11–15
Pre-orientation for international 

students

September 17
New-student check-in, location and

time TBA

September 18–22
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Beginning of instruction—8 a.m.

September 26
Undergraduate Academic Standards

and Honors Committee—9 a.m.

October 13
Last day for adding courses and

removing conditions and incom-
pletes

October 25–31
Midterm examination period

November 6
Midterm deficiency notices due—

9 a.m.

November 15
Last day for dropping courses, exer-

cising pass/fail option, and chang-
ing sections

November 16–December 1
Registration for second term, 2006–07

November 17
Last day for admission to candidacy

for the degrees of Master of
Science and Engineer

November 23–24
Thanksgiving (Institute holiday)

December 1
Last day of classes
Last day to register for second term,

2006–07, without a $50 late fee

December 2–5
Study period

December 6*–8
Final examinations, first term,

2006–07

December 8
End of first term, 2006–07

December 9–January 1
Winter recess

December 13
Instructors’ final grade reports due—

9 a.m.

December 25–26
Christmas (Institute holiday)

December 29–January 1
New Year holidays (Institute holiday)

SECOND TERM 2007

January 2
No instruction

January 3
Beginning of instruction—8 a.m.

January 4
Undergraduate Academic Standards

and Honors Committee—9 a.m.

January 15
Martin Luther King Day (Institute

holiday)

January 19
Last day for adding courses and

removing conditions and incom-
pletes

January 31–February 6
Midterm examination period

February 12
Midterm deficiency notices due—

9 a.m.

February 19
Presidents’ Day (Institute holiday)

February 21
Last day for dropping courses, exer-

cising pass/fail option, and chang-
ing sections 

February 22–March 9
Registration for third term, 2006–07

March 9
Last day of classes
Last day to register for third term,

2006–07, without a $50 late fee

March 10–13
Study period

March 14*–16
Final examinations, second term,

2006–07

March 17
End of second term, 2006–07
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INTRODUCTION

The California Institute of Technology is an independent, privately
supported university, whose educational mission has not changed
since it was stated by the original trustees on November 29, 1921:
“To train the creative type of scientist or engineer urgently needed
in our educational, governmental, and industrial development.’’

Its mission in research was expressed by President Emeritus
Thomas E. Everhart in his 1988 inaugural address: “There need to
be a few places that look ahead and still dare to do the most ambi-
tious things that human beings can accomplish. Caltech still has
that ambition and that daring.’’

Caltech conducts instruction at both the undergraduate and
graduate levels and, including its off-campus facilities, is one of the
world’s major research institutions. Its mission to train creative sci-
entists and engineers is achieved by conducting instruction in an
atmosphere of research, accomplished by the close contacts
between a relatively small group of students (approximately 900
undergraduate and 1,200 graduate students) and the members of a
relatively large faculty (approximately 286 professorial faculty, 63
research faculty, and 570 postdoctoral scholars). “Caltech has
achieved international influence far disproportionate to its size,’’
according to Time magazine.

The Institute is organized into six divisions: Biology; Chemistry
and Chemical Engineering; Engineering and Applied Science;
Geological and Planetary Sciences; the Humanities and Social
Sciences; and Physics, Mathematics and Astronomy. It is accredited
by the Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and Univer-
sities of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.

Undergraduate Program 
Caltech offers a four-year undergraduate course with options avail-
able in applied and computational mathematics; applied physics;
astrophysics; biology; business economics and management; chemi-
cal engineering; chemistry; computer science; economics; electrical
engineering; engineering and applied science; English; geobiology;
geochemistry; geology; geophysics; history; history and philosophy
of science; independent studies; mathematics; mechanical engineer-
ing; philosophy; physics; planetary science; and political science.
Each leads to the degree of Bachelor of Science.

All options require students to take courses in biology, chem-
istry, humanities, mathematics, physics, and the social sciences.
Course work is rigorous and students are encouraged to participate
in research. The undergraduate program is thus designed to pro-
vide an intensive exposure to a wide spectrum of intellectual 
pursuits.
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Resources, (626) 395-3300, to make an appointment to activate
their positions according to the terms and conditions of their 
letter.

Betty and Gordon Moore Distinguished Visitors
The Moore Distinguished Visitors program brings to the Caltech
campus scientists, scholars, technologists, and artists of great dis-
tinction or of great promise. Through this program, Caltech facul-
ty and students and the Moore Distinguished Visitors will have the
opportunity to inform, inspire, and invigorate one another through
discussions, seminars, lectures, and research. Appointments will be
made in all academic divisions, and will normally last from two to
nine months.

HISTORICAL SKETCH

The California Institute of Technology developed from a local
school of arts and crafts founded in Pasadena in 1891 by the
Honorable Amos G. Throop. Initially named Throop University,
it was later renamed Throop Polytechnic Institute. Known as the
California Institute of Technology since 1920, it has enjoyed the
support of the citizens of Pasadena, and as early as 1908 the Board
of Trustees had as members Dr. Norman Bridge, Arthur H.
Fleming, Henry M. Robinson, J. A. Culbertson, C. W. Gates, and
Dr. George Ellery Hale. The dedication by these men, of their
time, their minds, and their fortunes, transformed a modest voca-
tional school into a university capable of attracting to its faculty
some of the most eminent of the world’s scholars and scientists.

George Ellery Hale, astronomer and first director of the Mount
Wilson Observatory, foresaw the development in Pasadena of a
distinguished institution of engineering and scientific research.
Hale well knew that a prime necessity was modern well-equipped
laboratories, but he stressed to his fellow trustees that the aim was
not machines, but men. “We must not forget,’’ he wrote in 1907,
“that the greatest engineer is not the man who is trained merely to
understand machines and apply formulas, but is the man who,
while knowing these things, has not failed to develop his breadth
of view and the highest qualities of his imagination. No creative
work, whether in engineering or in art, in literature or in science,
has been the work of a man devoid of the imaginative faculty.’’

The realization of these aims meant specializing, so the trustees
decided in 1907 to discontinue the elementary school, the business
school, the teacher-training program, and the high school, leaving
only a college of science and technology that conferred Bachelor of
Science degrees in electrical, mechanical, and civil engineering.

In 1910 Throop Polytechnic Institute moved from its crowded
quarters in the center of Pasadena to a new campus of 22 acres on
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Near the end of the first year, students select an option, and
during the second year they begin to specialize. However, the
major concentration in chosen fields and professional subjects
occurs during the third and fourth years.

Caltech also encourages a reasonable participation in extracur-
ricular activities, which are largely managed by the students them-
selves. Three terms of physical education are required, and inter-
collegiate and intramural sports are encouraged.

In short, every effort is made to provide undergraduate students
with well-rounded, integrated programs that will not only give
them sound training in their professional fields, but that will also
develop character, intellectual breadth, and physical well-being.

Graduate Program 
Graduate students constitute approximately 59 percent of the total
student body at Caltech. Jointly engaged in research problems with
faculty members, they contribute materially to the general atmos-
phere of intellectual curiosity and creative activity generated on the
Institute campus.

Caltech offers courses leading to the degree of Master of
Science, which normally involves one year of graduate work; the
degree of Engineer in certain branches of engineering, with a min-
imum of two years; and the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. In all
the graduate work, research is strongly emphasized, not only
because of its importance in contributing to the advancement of
science and thus to the intellectual and material welfare of human-
kind, but also because research activities add vitality to the educa-
tional work of Caltech.

The graduate options are aeronautics and aerospace engineer-
ing, applied and computational mathematics, applied mechanics,
applied physics, astrophysics, biochemistry and molecular bio-
physics, bioengineering, biology, chemical engineering, chemistry,
civil engineering, computation and neural systems, computer sci-
ence, control and dynamical systems, electrical engineering, envi-
ronmental science and engineering, geological and planetary sci-
ences, materials science, mathematics, mechanical engineering,
physics, and social science.

Postdoctoral and Senior Postdoctoral Scholars 
Postdoctoral scholars form a vital part of the research community
at Caltech and JPL. They advance knowledge through research
and scholarship in science and technology; add to their own experi-
ence and education; and contribute to the education of Caltech
undergraduates and graduate students. Postdoctoral scholars on
campus always work under the close supervision of one or more
Caltech professorial faculty members. In virtually all circum-
stances they must have an earned doctorate from a duly accredited
institution. Upon arrival at the Institute, postdoctoral scholars
should call the Postdoctoral Scholar Services office in Human
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138 graduate students, 510 undergraduates, and a faculty of 180. At
the present time there are about 900 undergraduates, 1,100 gradu-
ate students, and 900 faculty (including postdoctoral fellows).

The Institute also attracted financial support from individuals,
corporations, and foundations. In January 1920 the endowment
had reached half a million dollars. In February of that year it was
announced that $200,000 had been secured for research in chem-
istry and a like amount for research in physics. Other gifts followed
from trustees and friends who could now feel pride in the Institute
as well as hope for its future. The Southern California Edison
Company provided a high-voltage laboratory, with the million-volt
Sorensen transformer. Philanthropic foundations bearing the
names of Carnegie, Rockefeller, and Guggenheim came forth with
needed help when new departments or projects were organized.

In 1923 Millikan received the Nobel Prize in physics. He had
attracted to the Institute such men as Charles Galton Darwin, Paul
Epstein, and Richard C. Tolman. In 1924 the Ph.D. degree was
awarded to nine candidates.

It was inevitable that the Institute would enlarge its fields; it
could not continue to be merely a research and instructional center
in physics, chemistry, and engineering. But the trustees pursued a
cautious and conservative policy, not undertaking to add new
departments except when the work done in them would be at the
same high level as that in physics and chemistry. In 1925 a gift of
$25,000 from the Carnegie Corporation of New York made possi-
ble the opening of a department of instruction and research in
geology. A seismological laboratory was constructed, and
Professors John P. Buwalda and Chester Stock came from the
University of California to lead the work in the new division.

That same year William Bennett Munro, chairman of the
Division of History, Government, and Economics at Harvard,
joined the Institute faculty. Offerings in economics, history, and lit-
erature were added to the core of undergraduate instruction.

In 1928 Caltech began its program of research and instruction
in biology. Thomas Hunt Morgan became the first chairman of the
new Division of Biology and a member of Caltech’s Executive
Council. Under Morgan’s direction the work in biology developed
rapidly, especially in genetics and biochemistry. Morgan received
the Nobel Prize in 1933.

The Guggenheim Graduate School of Aeronautics was founded
at Caltech in the summer of 1926 and a laboratory was built in
1929, but courses in theoretical aerodynamics had been given at
the Institute for many years by Professors Harry Bateman and P. S.
Epstein. As early as 1917 the Throop Institute had constructed a
wind tunnel in which, the catalog proudly boasted, constant veloci-
ties of 4 to 40 miles an hour could be maintained, “the controls
being very sensitive.” The new program, under the leadership of
Theodore von Kármán, included graduate study and research at
the level of the other scientific work at the Institute, and what is
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the southeastern edge of town, the gift of Arthur H. Fleming and
his daughter Marjorie. The president, Dr. James A. B. Scherer, and
his faculty of 16 members, opened the doors to 31 students that
September. When, on March 21, 1911, Theodore Roosevelt deliv-
ered an address at Throop Institute, he declared, “I want to see
institutions like Throop turn out perhaps ninety-nine of every
hundred students as men who are to do given pieces of industrial
work better than any one else can do them; I want to see those
men do the kind of work that is now being done on the Panama
Canal and on the great irrigation projects in the interior of this
country—and the one-hundredth man I want to see with the kind
of cultural scientific training that will make him and his fellows the
matrix out of which you can occasionally develop a man like your
great astronomer, George Ellery Hale.’’

It would have surprised Roosevelt to know that within a decade
the little Institute, known from 1913 as Throop College of
Technology, would have again raised its sights, leaving to others
the training of more efficient technicians and concentrating its
own efforts on Roosevelt’s “hundredth man.’’ On November 29,
1921, the trustees declared it to be the express policy of the
Institute to pursue scientific researches of the greatest importance
and at the same time “to continue to conduct thorough courses in
engineering and pure science, basing the work of these courses on
exceptionally strong instruction in the fundamental sciences of
mathematics, physics, and chemistry; broadening and enriching the
curriculum by a liberal amount of instruction in such subjects as
English, history, and economics; and vitalizing all the work of the
Institute by the infusion in generous measure of the spirit of
research.’’

Three men were responsible for the change in the Institute.
George Ellery Hale still held to his dream. Arthur Amos Noyes,
professor of physical chemistry and former acting president of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, served part of each year
from 1913 to 1919 as professor of general chemistry and as
research associate; then, in 1919, he resigned from MIT to devote
full time to Throop as director of chemical research. In a similar
way Robert Andrews Millikan began, in 1916–17, to spend a few
months a year at Throop as director of physical research. Shortly
after the school was renamed in 1920, Scherer resigned as presi-
dent. In 1921, when Dr. Norman Bridge agreed to provide a
research laboratory in physics, Millikan resigned from the
University of Chicago and became administrative head of the
Institute as well as director of the Norman Bridge Laboratory.

The great period of the Institute’s life began, then, under the
guidance of three men of vision—Hale, Noyes, and Millikan. They
were distinguished research scientists who soon attracted graduate
students. In 1920 the enrollment was nine graduate students and
359 undergraduates with a faculty of 60; a decade later there were
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to $30 million. But enrollment remained relatively constant. In
1946 the total number of students, graduate and undergraduate,
was 1,391. In 1968, the year DuBridge left, it was 1,492.

Dr. Harold Brown came to Caltech as president in 1969. A
physicist who had received his Ph.D. from Columbia in 1949, he
had succeeded Dr. Edward Teller as director of the University of
California’s Lawrence Radiation Laboratory in Livermore in 1960.
President Lyndon Johnson named Brown Secretary of the Air
Force in 1965, and he came to the Institute from that office. Six
new campus buildings were dedicated under Brown’s administra-
tion, and a major development campaign for $130 million was
under way when he resigned in 1977 to become Secretary of
Defense under President Carter.

Dr. Marvin L. Goldberger was appointed president in 1978. He
had received his B.S. at the Carnegie Institute of Technology (now
Carnegie Mellon University) and his Ph.D. at the University of
Chicago. He came to Caltech from Princeton University, where he
was the Joseph Henry Professor of Physics. Among the major
accomplishments of the Goldberger administration were the addi-
tion of three new laboratories; the acquisition of a $70 million
grant for construction of the W. M. Keck Observatory to house
the world’s most powerful optical telescope; and a $50 million
pledge for the establishment of the Beckman Institute. Goldberger
resigned in 1987 to become director of the Institute for Advanced
Study, in Princeton, New Jersey.

In fall 1987 Dr. Thomas E. Everhart became president, coming
to Caltech from his position as chancellor at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Everhart graduated magna cum
laude with an A.B. in physics from Harvard, received his M.Sc. in
applied physics from UCLA, and earned a Ph.D. in engineering
from Cambridge University. He had gained international recogni-
tion for his work in the development of electron microscopy, and
he had also done research on electron beams as applied to the
analysis and fabrication of semiconductors. Everhart retired as
president in October 1997, but he retains his position as professor
of electrical engineering and applied physics. During his tenure in
office, he oversaw construction of the Keck Observatory in Hawaii,
the Moore Laboratory of Engineering, Avery House, the Braun
Athletic Center, the Sherman Fairchild Library, and the Beckman
Institute, and he directed the successful completion of a $350 mil-
lion campaign for Caltech.

In October 1997, Dr. David Baltimore assumed the presidency
of the Institute. Baltimore, one of the world’s leading biologists,
was the winner of the 1975 Nobel Prize for his work in virology.
He was previously Ivan R. Cottrell Professor of Molecular Biology
and Immunology at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and
founding director of the Whitehead Institute for Biomedical
Research at MIT, serving from 1982 to 1990, when he became
president of Rockefeller University. He had also earned his doctor-
ate at Rockefeller in 1964. During the 1970s, he played a pivotal
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now known as GALCIT (Graduate Aeronautical Laboratories at
the California Institute of Technology) was soon a world-famous
research center in aeronautics.

In 1928 George Ellery Hale and his associates at the Mount
Wilson Observatory developed a proposal for a 200-inch telescope
and attracted the interest of the General Education Board in pro-
viding $6,000,000 for its construction. The Board proposed that
the gift be made, and Caltech agreed to be responsible for the 
construction and operation. The huge instrument was erected on
Palomar Mountain. Teaching and research in astronomy and 
astrophysics thus became a part of the Caltech program.

From the summer of 1940 until 1945, Caltech devoted an
increasingly large part of its personnel and facilities to the further-
ing of the national defense and war effort. Caltech’s work during
this period fell mainly into two categories: special instructional
programs and weapons research. The research and development
work was carried on, for the most part, under nonprofit contracts
with the Office of Scientific Research and Development. Rockets,
jet propulsion, and antisubmarine warfare were the chief fields of
endeavor. The Jet Propulsion Laboratory in the upper Arroyo Seco
continues under Institute management to carry on a large-scale
program of research for the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration and other agencies in the science and technology of
robotic space exploration.

In the 1950s, in response to the growing technological compo-
nent of societal problems, the Institute began to expand the fields
in which it had substantial expertise. In the late 1960s and early
1970s the Institute added to its faculty several economists and
political scientists who initiated theoretical and applied studies of
interdisciplinary issues. A graduate program in social sciences was
added in 1972. Caltech students could now engage their talents in
the development of the basic scientific aspects of economics and
political science, and begin to use the principles from these sci-
ences together with those from the physical sciences to formulate
and address public policies.

In 1945 Robert A. Millikan retired as chairman of the Executive
Council but served as vice chairman of the Board of Trustees until
his death in 1953. Dr. Lee A. DuBridge became president of
Caltech on September 1, 1946. Formerly chairman of the physics
department and dean of the faculty at the University of Rochester,
he came to the Institute after working five years as wartime direc-
tor of the MIT Radiation Laboratory—and remained for 22 years.

DuBridge was also committed to the concept of a small, select
institution offering excellence in education. Facts and figures are
only part of the story, but the statistical record of change during
the DuBridge administration indicates how he held to that con-
cept. The 30-acre campus of 1946 grew to 80 acres; the $17 mil-
lion endowment grew to more than $100 million; the faculty of
260 became 550; the number of campus buildings increased from
20 to 64; and the budget went from something less than $8 million
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Caltech Nobel Laureates 

Robert A. Millikan physics 1923
Thomas Hunt Morgan physiology 1933

or medicine
Carl D. Anderson, B.S. ’27, Ph.D. ’30 physics 1936
Edwin M. McMillan, B.S. ’28, M.S. ’29 chemistry 1951
Linus Pauling, Ph.D. ’25 chemistry 1954

Peace Prize 1962
William Shockley, B.S. ’32 physics 1956
George W. Beadle physiology 1958

or medicine
Donald A. Glaser, Ph.D. ’50 physics 1960
Rudolf Mössbauer physics 1961
Charles H. Townes, Ph.D. ’39 physics 1964
Richard Feynman physics 1965
Murray Gell-Mann physics 1969
Max Delbrück physiology 1969

or medicine
* David Baltimore physiology 1975

or medicine
Renato Dulbecco physiology 1975

or medicine
Leo James Rainwater, B.S. ’39 physics 1975
Howard M. Temin, Ph.D. ’60 physiology 1975

or medicine
William N. Lipscomb, Ph.D. ’46 chemistry 1976
Robert W. Wilson, Ph.D. ’62 physics 1978
Roger W. Sperry physiology 1981

or medicine
Kenneth G. Wilson, Ph.D. ’61 physics 1982
William A. Fowler, Ph.D. ’36 physics 1983

* Rudolph A. Marcus chemistry 1992
Edward B. Lewis, Ph.D. ’42 physiology 1995

or medicine
Douglas D. Osheroff, B.S. ’67 physics 1996
Robert C. Merton, M.S. ’67 economics 1997

* Ahmed H. Zewail chemistry 1999
Leland H. Hartwell, B.S. ’61 physiology 2001

or medicine
Vernon L. Smith, B.S. ’49 economics 2002

* Hugh David Politzer physics 2004
* Robert H. Grubbs chemistry 2005

* In residence
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role with several other eminent biologists in creating a consensus
on national science policy regarding recombinant DNA research,
establishing research standards that are followed by the genetics
community to this day. More recently, Baltimore has been a major
figure in Washington as chairman of the National Institutes of
Health AIDS Vaccine Research Committee. In 1999, he was
awarded the National Medal of Science by President Clinton.

In October 2005, Baltimore announced his plans to step down
from the presidency by September 1, 2006, and return to his
research as a professor of biology at Caltech with a $13.9 million
grant from the William and Melinda Gates Foundation. During
his administration, he successfully completed a $100 million cam-
paign to support biological research, which resulted in the new
Broad Center for the Biological Sciences. He also launched a $1.4
billion comprehensive campaign, which will be completed in late
2007. To date, construction has started on two new laboratories,
the Cahill Center for Astronomy and Astrophysics and the
Annenberg Center for Information Science and Technology, and
the proposed Thirty Meter Telescope has passed the conceptual
design review phase. The proposed Schlinger Laboratory for
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering has also been funded.

On September 1, 2006, Dr. Jean-Lou Chameau became
Caltech’s eighth president. The former provost and vice president
for academic affairs at the Georgia Institute of Technology was also
previously a Georgia Research Alliance Eminent Scholar, and
Hightower Professor and dean of the Georgia Tech College of
Engineering, the largest in the country. Throughout his career at
Georgia Tech, Chameau worked to make the university a world-
wide model for interdisciplinary education and research, innova-
tion, and entrepreneurship, and for the promotion of these activi-
ties as a catalyst for economic development. He is known for his
commitment to the development of multidisciplinary talent in fac-
ulty and students, and he places a strong emphasis on improving
the educational experience of students, increasing diversity, and
fostering research, entrepreneurial, and international opportunities
for faculty and students. Having received his undergraduate educa-
tion in France and his graduate education in civil engineering from
Stanford University, he is particularly interested in sustainable
technology, environmental geotechnology, soil dynamics, earth-
quake engineering, and liquefaction of soils.

As Caltech has developed in effectiveness and prestige, it has
attracted a steady flow of gifts for buildings, endowment, and cur-
rent operations. In addition, substantial grants and contracts from
the federal government and private sources support many research
activities.

Caltech has more than 21,000 living alumni all over the world,
many of them eminent in their fields of engineering, science, law,
medicine, academe, and entrepreneurship.
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Athenaeum, 1930. A clubhouse for the teaching, research, and
administrative staffs of the Institute and the Huntington Library,
Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, for the Associates of the
California Institute of Technology, and for others who have
demonstrated their interest in advancing the objectives of the
Institute. The gift of Mr. and Mrs. Allan C. Balch of Los Angeles.
He was president of the Board of Trustees, 1933–43.

Undergraduate Houses, 1931:
Blacker House. The gift of Mr. and Mrs. R. R. Blacker of
Pasadena.
Dabney House. The gift of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Dabney of
Los Angeles.
Fleming House. Built with funds provided by some 20 donors
and named in honor of Mr. Arthur H. Fleming of Pasadena,
president of the Board of Trustees, 1917–33.
Ricketts House. The gift of Dr. and Mrs. Louis D. Ricketts of
Pasadena.

W. K. Kellogg Radiation Laboratory, 1932. The gift of 
Mr. W. K. Kellogg of Battle Creek, Michigan.

Henry M. Robinson Laboratory of Astrophysics, 1932. Built
with funds provided by the International Education Board and the
General Education Board, and named in honor of Mr. Henry M.
Robinson of Pasadena, member of the Board of Trustees, 1907–37,
and of the Executive Council of the Institute.

Charles Arms Laboratory of the Geological Sciences, 1938.
The gift of Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Robinson of Pasadena, in
memory of Mrs. Robinson’s father, Mr. Charles Arms.

Seeley W. Mudd Laboratory of the Geological Sciences, 1938.
The gift of Mrs. Seeley W. Mudd of Los Angeles, in memory of
her husband.

Franklin Thomas Laboratory of Engineering: first unit, 1945;
second unit, 1950. Funds for the first unit were allocated from the
Eudora Hull Spalding Trust with the approval of Mr. Keith
Spalding, trustee. Named in honor of Dean Franklin Thomas, pro-
fessor of civil engineering and first chair of the Division of
Engineering, 1924–45.

Alumni Swimming Pool, 1954. Provided by the Alumni Fund
through contributions from the alumni of the Institute.

Scott Brown Gymnasium, 1954. Built with funds provided by the
trust established by Mr. Scott Brown of Pasadena and Chicago,
who was a member and director of the Caltech Associates.
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Caltech Crafoord Laureates

* Gerald J. Wasserburg geochemistry 1986
Allan R. Sandage, Ph.D. ’53 astronomy 1991

* Seymour Benzer biosciences 1993
* Don L. Anderson, M.S. ’58, Ph.D. ’62 geosciences 1998

James E. Gunn, Ph.D. ’66 astronomy 2005

* In residence

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

On-Campus Buildings

Gates and Crellin Laboratories of Chemistry: first unit, 1917;
second unit, 1927; third unit, 1937. The first two units were the
gifts of Messrs. C. W. Gates and P. G. Gates of Pasadena; the third
unit was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Crellin of Pasadena. Gates
(first unit), which was retired after suffering extensive damage in
the 1971 earthquake, was rebuilt in 1983 as the Parsons-Gates Hall
of Administration. The Arnold and Mabel Beckman Laboratory
of Chemical Synthesis, 1986, occupying portions of Crellin
Laboratory (as well as portions of Church Laboratory for
Chemical Biology), was built with funds provided by the Arnold
and Mabel Beckman Foundation.

Norman Bridge Laboratory of Physics: first unit, 1922; second
unit, 1924; third unit, 1925. The gift of Dr. Norman Bridge of Los
Angeles, president of the Board of Trustees, 1896–1917.

High Voltage Research Laboratory, 1923. Built with funds pro-
vided by the Southern California Edison Company. Retired in
1959 with basic research completed and rebuilt in 1960 as the
Alfred P. Sloan Laboratory of Mathematics and Physics.

Dabney Hall, 1928. The gift of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Dabney of
Los Angeles.

William G. Kerckhoff Laboratories of the Biological Sciences:
first unit, 1928; second unit, 1939; annex, 1948. The gift of Mr.
and Mrs. William G. Kerckhoff of Los Angeles. He was a trustee
during 1928.

Guggenheim Aeronautical Laboratory, 1929. Built with funds
provided by the Daniel Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion of
Aeronautics. A substantial addition was built in 1947.
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Karman Laboratory of Fluid Mechanics and Jet Propulsion,
1961. The gift of the Aerojet-General Corporation, named in
honor of Dr. Theodore von Kármán, professor of aeronautics at
the Institute, 1929–49.

Firestone Flight Sciences Laboratory, 1962. The gift of the
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company.

Winnett Student Center, 1962. The gift of Mr. P. G. Winnett of
Los Angeles, a member of the Board of Trustees, 1939–68.
Winnett houses the bookstore, the Red Door Café, and Caltech
Wired.

Beckman Auditorium, 1964. The gift of Dr. and Mrs. Arnold O.
Beckman. Dr. Beckman, an alumnus, was a member of the
Institute’s faculty from 1928 to 1939. He has been a member of the
Board of Trustees since 1953, was chairman of the Board, 1964–74,
and is now chairman emeritus.

Harry G. Steele Laboratory of Electrical Sciences, 1965. Built 
with funds provided by the Harry G. Steele Foundation and the
National Science Foundation.

Central Engineering Services Building, 1966.

Robert A. Millikan Memorial Library, 1967. Built with a gift
from Dr. Seeley G. Mudd and named in honor of Dr. Robert
Andrews Millikan, director of the Bridge Laboratory of Physics
and chair of the Executive Council of the Institute, 1921–45.

Arthur Amos Noyes Laboratory of Chemical Physics, 1967.
Built with funds provided by the National Science Foundation and
Mr. Chester F. Carlson, an alumnus, and named in honor of Dr.
Arthur Amos Noyes, director of the Gates and Crellin
Laboratories of Chemistry and chair of the Division of Chemistry
and Chemical Engineering, 1919–36.

Central Plant, 1967.

George W. Downs Laboratory of Physics and Charles C.
Lauritsen Laboratory of High Energy Physics, 1969. The
Downs wing was built with funds provided by Mr. George W.
Downs and the National Science Foundation. The Lauritsen wing
was built with Atomic Energy Commission funds and named in
honor of Dr. Charles C. Lauritsen, a member of the Institute fac-
ulty, 1930–68.

Keith Spalding Building of Business Services, 1969. Named in
honor of Mr. Keith Spalding, Caltech trustee, 1942–61.
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Norman W. Church Laboratory for Chemical Biology, 1955.
Built with funds provided through a gift and bequest by Mr.
Norman W. Church of Los Angeles, who was a member of the
Caltech Associates.

Eudora Hull Spalding Laboratory of Engineering, 1957. Built
with funds allocated from the Eudora Hull Spalding Trust.

Archibald Young Health Center, 1957. The gift of Mrs.
Archibald Young of Pasadena, in memory of her husband, who was
a life member and officer of the Caltech Associates, 1926–56.

Physical Plant Building and Shops, 1959. Built with funds pro-
vided by many donors.

Gordon A. Alles Laboratory for Molecular Biology, 1960.
Erected with the gift of Dr. Gordon A. Alles of Pasadena, research
associate in biology at the Institute, an alumnus, and a member of
the Caltech Associates, 1947–63; and with funds provided by the
Health Research Facilities Branch of the National Institutes of
Health.

Undergraduate Houses, 1960. Built with funds provided by the
Lloyd Foundation and other donors.

Lloyd House. Named in memory of Mr. Ralph B. Lloyd and his
wife, Mrs. Lulu Hull Lloyd, of Beverly Hills. He was a member
of the Board of Trustees, 1939–52.
Page House. Named in honor of Mr. James R. Page of Los
Angeles, a member of the Board of Trustees, 1931–62, and
chairman, 1943–54.
Ruddock House. Named in honor of Mr. Albert B. Ruddock of
Santa Barbara, a member of the Board of Trustees, 1938–71,
and chairman, 1954–61.

Harry Chandler Dining Hall, 1960. The gift of the Chandler
family, the Pfaffinger Foundation, and the Times Mirror Company
of Los Angeles.

W. M. Keck Engineering Laboratories, 1960. The gift of the
W. M. Keck Foundation and the Superior Oil Company of Los
Angeles.

Alfred P. Sloan Laboratory of Mathematics and Physics, 1960.
Formerly the High Voltage Research Laboratory, 1923. Rebuilt in
1960 with funds provided by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation.

Graduate Houses, 1961:
Braun House. Built with funds provided by the trustees of the
Carl F Braun Trust Estate, in his memory.
Marks House. The gift of Dr. David X. Marks of Los Angeles.
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and Verna Rockefeller, in recognition of their generosity to the
Institute.

Infrared Processing and Analysis Center, 1986. Renamed the
David W. Morrisroe Astroscience Laboratory, 1995. Second-
floor addition built with funds provided by Dr. Arnold O.
Beckman, chairman emeritus of the Board of Trustees.

Wilson Avenue North Parking Structure, 1987.

Beckman Institute, 1989. Built with funds provided by the
Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation and other private donors.
Dr. Arnold O. Beckman is chairman emeritus of the Board of
Trustees.

Braun Athletic Center, 1992. Built with funds provided by the
Braun family.

Holliston Avenue Parking Structure/Satellite Utility Plant,
1993.

The Gordon and Betty Moore Laboratory of Engineering,
1996. Built with funds provided by Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Moore.
Dr. Moore is an alumnus and chairman emeritus of the Board of
Trustees.

Avery House, 1996. Built with funds provided by Mr. R. Stanton
Avery, who was a member of the Board of Trustees from 1971 until
his death in 1997. He had been chairman, 1974–85, and chairman
emeritus since 1986.

Sherman Fairchild Library of Engineering and Applied
Science, 1997. Built with funds provided by the Sherman Fairchild
Foundation.

Space Infrared Telescope Facility Science Center, 1998.
Renamed the Spitzer Space Telescope Science Center, 2003.
Located within the Keith Spalding Building of Business
Services.

Powell–Booth Laboratory for Computational Science, 1999.
Formerly the Willis H. Booth Computing Center, 1963, construct-
ed with support from the Booth-Ferris Foundation and the
National Science Foundation. Renovated in 1999 with grants from
the Charles Lee Powell Foundation, the National Science
Foundation, and the Booth-Ferris Foundation.

Wilson Avenue South Parking Structure, 1999.
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Donald E. Baxter, M.D., Hall of the Humanities and Social
Sciences, 1971. Built with funds provided by Mrs. Delia B. Baxter
of Atherton and named in honor of her late husband, Donald E.
Baxter, M.D. Additional funds were given by the U.S. Department
of Health, Education and Welfare. Dr. and Mrs. Simon Ramo pro-
vided funds for the completion of Ramo Auditorium within the
hall. Dr. Ramo is a life member of the Board of Trustees.

The Earle M. Jorgensen Laboratory of Information Science,
1971. Built with the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Earle M. Jorgensen, with
additional funds provided by the Booth-Ferris Foundation and
other private donors. Mr. Jorgensen was a member of the Board of
Trustees, 1957–99.

The Mabel and Arnold Beckman Laboratories of Behavioral
Biology, 1974. The gift of Dr. and Mrs. Arnold O. Beckman of
Corona del Mar. Dr. Beckman is chairman emeritus of the Board
of Trustees.

Seeley G. Mudd Building of Geophysics and Planetary
Science, 1974. Built with funds provided by Dr. Seeley G. Mudd,
Mrs. Roland Lindhurst, Mr. and Mrs. Ross McCollum, Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Salvatori, and the U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare.

Clifford S. and Ruth A. Mead Memorial Undergraduate
Chemistry Laboratory, 1981. Built with funds allocated from the
Clifford S. and Ruth A. Mead Memorial Building Fund.

Thomas J. Watson, Sr., Laboratories of Applied Physics, 1982.
Built with funds provided by the Watson family and other private
donors. Thomas J. Watson, Jr., was a member of the Board of
Trustees, 1961–92.

Braun Laboratories in Memory of Carl F and Winifred H
Braun, 1982. Built with funds provided by the Braun family, other
private donors, and the National Cancer Institute. Various mem-
bers of the Braun family have served on Caltech’s Board of
Trustees.

Parsons–Gates Hall of Administration, 1983. Formerly Gates
Laboratory of Chemistry, 1917. Rebuilt in 1983 with funds provid-
ed by the Ralph M. Parsons Foundation and the James Irvine
Foundation.

Athletic Facility, 1984. Built with funds provided by the Carl F
Braun Trust and the Braun Foundation.

Catalina Graduate Apartment Complex, 1984, 1986, 1988. Four
of the buildings have been named for Max and Ruth Alcorn, Frank
and Elizabeth Gilloon, Fred and Marvis Maloney, and William C.
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Georgina and William Gimbel Building, Caltech Submilli-
meter Observatory, 1996, Hilo, Hawaii. Built with funds provid-
ed by Mr. and Mrs. William Gimbel, members of the Caltech
Associates.

Center for Innovative Technologies at the California Institute
of Technology, 2003, E. Washington Boulevard, Pasadena.
Formerly the St. Luke Medical Center, the center is being recon-
figured to house a variety of research groups.

Beckman Institute
Opening its doors in 1990, the Beckman Institute represented a
major new addition to Caltech. The mission of the scientists work-
ing there is to invent new methods, new materials, and new instru-
mentation for fundamental research in biology and chemistry.
Their results will open the way for new applications of scientific
discoveries to human needs.

Center for Advanced Computing Research
The Center for Advanced Computing Research (CACR) exists to
ensure that Caltech is at the forefront of computational science
and engineering (CS&E). CS&E is the practice of computer-based
modeling, simulation, and data analysis for the study of scientific
phenomena and engineering designs. Computer modeling and sim-
ulation make it possible to investigate regimes that are beyond cur-
rent experimental capabilities and to study phenomena that cannot
be replicated in laboratories, such as the evolution of the universe.
The results often suggest new experiments and theories. Compu-
tation is also essential for processing the flood of high-dimensional
data generated by modern instruments. In engineering, many more
design options can be explored through simulation than by build-
ing physical models, usually at a fraction of the cost and time.

CACR provides an environment that cultivates multidisciplinary
collaborations. CACR researchers take an application-driven
approach to CS&E and currently work with Caltech research
groups in applied mathematics, astronomy, biology, engineering,
geophysics, and experimental physics.

Center staff have expertise in data-intensive scientific discovery,
physics-based simulation, scientific software engineering, visualiza-
tion techniques, novel computer architectures, and the design and
operation of large-scale computing facilities. An example facility is
the shared heterogeneous cluster (SHC). SHC is easily expandable
and currently provides over a teraflop of computing power for
Caltech’s advanced simulation and computing program, turbulent
mixing, and numerical relativity communities. CACR also partici-
pates in national-level initiatives such as the TeraGrid, the largest
and most comprehensive infrastructure ever deployed for CS&E
research.
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Center for Student Services, the Keck Wing, 2000. Originally
the Keck Graduate House, built with funds provided by the
William M. Keck, Jr., Foundation, 1961. Center for Student
Services, the Mosher–Jorgensen Wing, 2002. Originally the
Mosher–Jorgensen Graduate House, built with funds provided by
Mr. Samuel B. Mosher and Mr. Earle M. Jorgensen, both of Los
Angeles. Mr. Jorgensen was a member of the Board of Trustees,
1957–99.

Financial Services Building, 2000.

Broad Center for the Biological Sciences, 2002. Made possible
by a lead gift from Eli and Edythe Broad. Eli Broad is a member of
the Board of Trustees.

California Parking Structure, 2005.

Off-Campus Facilities
Kresge Building, Seismological Laboratory (Division of
Geological and Planetary Sciences), 1926, 220 North San Rafael
Avenue, Pasadena. Named in recognition of a gift from the Kresge
Foundation of Troy, Michigan.

William G. Kerckhoff Marine Biological Laboratory, 1930,
Corona del Mar. Rehabilitated with funds provided by the
National Science Foundation in 1966.

Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 1944, 4800 Oak Grove Drive,
Pasadena. Administered by the Institute; owned and supported by
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

Palomar Observatory, 1948, San Diego County. Site of the 200-
inch Hale Telescope, built by the Institute with funds from the
Rockefeller Foundation.

Owens Valley Radio Observatory, 1958, Big Pine. Built with
funds provided by the Winnett Foundation, the Office of Naval 
Research, the National Science Foundation, and the Oscar G. and
Elsa S. Mayer Charitable Trust.

Big Bear Solar Observatory, 1969, Big Bear Lake. Built with
funds provided by the National Science Foundation and the Max
C. Fleischmann Foundation of Nevada. (Operated by the New
Jersey Institute of Technology.)

Submillimeter Observatory, 1986, Mauna Kea, Hawaii. Built
with funds provided by the National Science Foundation and the
Kresge Foundation. 

W. M. Keck Observatory, Keck I (1991), Keck II (1996); Mauna
Kea, Hawaii. Built with funds provided by the W. M. Keck
Foundation. Site of the two 10-meter Keck Telescopes.
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UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

The Institute provides three principal avenues for undergraduate
research: the Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowships
(SURF) program, research courses for academic credit and senior
theses, and research for pay under a faculty member’s grant or con-
tract. Students may combine these options, but they may not
receive both pay and credit (at the same time) for the same piece of
work. Students registering for a research course during the sum-
mer do not have to pay tuition.

Each division offers the opportunity for qualified students early
in their careers to engage in research under the supervision of a
faculty member. Most options offer undergraduate research cours-
es in order to encourage participation, and students should consult
listings and descriptions of opportunities. Students are encouraged
to undertake research of such scope and caliber as to merit the
preparation of a senior thesis. The requirements for such thesis
research vary from option to option; individual option representa-
tives should be consulted.

The Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowships (SURF)
program provides continuing undergraduate students the opportu-
nity to work on an individual research project in a tutorial relation-
ship with a mentor, usually a member of the Caltech/JPL research
community, but occasionally a faculty member at another college
or university. Students write research proposals in collaboration
with their mentors. Proposals and recommendations are reviewed
by the SURF administrative committee, and awards are made on
the basis of reviewer recommendation and available funding. The
work is carried out during a 10-week period in the summer. Stu-
dents may attend weekly seminars presented by members of the
Caltech faculty and JPL technical staff and may participate in pro-
fessional development workshops to help students consider short-
term career decisions in the context of long-term life and career
goals. At the conclusion of the summer, SURFers submit a written
report describing the project, methods, and results of their work.
On the third Saturday of October, students make oral presenta-
tions of their projects at SURF Seminar Day. About 20 percent of
the students publish their work in the open scientific literature. In
2006, SURF students received stipends of $5,000. Applications are
available online at http://www.surf.caltech.edu and are due on
February 22. Awards are announced in early April. To be eligible,
students must be continuing undergraduates and have a cumulative
GPA of at least 2.0. Students must complete the third quarter at
Caltech (or at another school under a program approved by a
dean). Students must be eligible for fall term registration as of the
end of the June Undergraduate Academic Standards and Honors
(UASH) Committee reinstatement meeting and must not be on
medical leave or under disciplinary sanction. 
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Industrial Relations Center 
The Industrial Relations Center develops and offers programs on
managing technology and innovation, improving the effectiveness
of business operations, developing the leadership skills of technical
professionals, and encouraging new business ventures. Courses and
forums are presented on campus and are open to executives and
managers in technology-based organizations, and Caltech students,
faculty, and staff. Fees are waived for Caltech students who participate
in the center’s programs.

The center is located on campus at 383 South Hill Avenue. The
latest calendar of programs or more information may be obtained
by calling (626) 395-4041.

Libraries
The Caltech Library System (CLS) consists of a number of distrib-
uted library locations from which staff provide a high level of
information service to support and facilitate the research and edu-
cational programs of the Institute. The Library’s policies and many
electronic resources, including the online catalog, are accessible
from the CLS website at http://library.caltech.edu.

The CLS includes the astrophysics library; Dabney library for
the Division of the Humanities and Social Sciences, which contains
literature, art, philosophy, European, Asian, and ancient history
monographs, and music CD collections; the geology library, with
an extensive map collection; Millikan Memorial Library, which
contains collections for biology, chemistry, mathematics, and
physics, government documents, microforms, the humanities and
social sciences journals, American history and social sciences
monographs, along with library administration and the interli-
brary-loan/document delivery services; the Sherman Fairchild
Library of Engineering and Applied Science, which supports the
environmental, aeronautics, chemical and mechanical engineering,
and applied physics and mathematics programs.

Collectively, the libraries subscribe to over 2,228 print journals
and 2,959 electronic journals. They hold over 705,950 volumes,
and have extensive collections of technical reports, government
documents, and maps. The library electronic catalog includes
records of print and nonprint materials held throughout the
libraries, and active links to electronic resources, especially full-
text online journals. Also available online are citations to articles
from over 10,000 journals in science and technology, the social 
sciences, and art history, as well as a variety of additional electronic
reference sources. Special services available through the libraries
include computerized literature searches, document delivery, 
interlibrary loans, digitizing and archiving technical report 
collections, and the creation and archiving of electronic theses, 
dissertations, and other research papers.
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join in this interaction. Avery House hosts programs and social
events that facilitate involvement between residents, faculty in resi-
dence, Avery associates, and visitors to the campus.

The Student Activities Center 
The SAC is located in the basement of the south undergraduate
housing complex and is open for student use 24 hours a day.

The SAC provides office space for the officers of the under-
graduate student government, working space for student publica-
tions, office and rehearsal space for musical and art activities, and
space for many more student-oriented functions.

Whether students are interested in music, art, publications, stu-
dent government, gaming, photography, or simply finding a room
for their group to meet in, the SAC will probably have what is
needed. The center also houses the South House laundry room
and has several club rooms, a small library, a bike shop, and a
TV/VCR room—most are open 24 hours. The center also includes
a coffeehouse. The SAC is open to all current members of the
Caltech and JPL communities, though first priority is given to
undergraduate and graduate students.

Note: The SAC will be closed during renovations to the South
Houses. It will reopen in January 2007.

Interhouse Activities 
The president of each undergraduate house represents that house
on the Interhouse Committee (IHC). While the seven houses are
generally autonomous, the IHC exists to ensure that conflicts
between houses do not develop and to deal with matters that affect
the houses in general. In particular, the IHC is responsible for 
the selection process by which the houses choose their new 
members.

In conjunction with the athletic department, the IHC conducts
two intramural sports programs: the Interhouse and Discobolus
trophy competitions. (These are described below under Athletics.)
Other interhouse activities include parties, usually involving two or
three houses, which are held once or twice each term.

Faculty-Student Relations 
Faculty-student coordination and cooperation with regard to cam-
pus affairs are secured through the presence of students on faculty
committees, by faculty-student conferences, and by other mecha-
nisms, such as course ombudsmen.

Freshman Advisers 
Each member of the freshman class is assigned a faculty adviser.
The adviser follows the freshman’s progress and provides advice on
any questions or problems that the freshman may have.
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For further information regarding this program, contact the
Student-Faculty Programs Office, Room 137, Beckman Institute,
(626) 395-2885, sfp@its.caltech.edu. Visit the Student-Faculty
Programs website at http://www.sfp.caltech.edu for more informa-
tion on SURF and other programs.

STUDENT LIFE 

Undergraduate Student Houses 
The seven undergraduate student houses are situated on both sides
of the Olive Walk near the southeastern end of the campus. The
original four—Blacker, Dabney, Fleming, and Ricketts—were built
in 1931 from the plans of Mr. Gordon B. Kaufmann, in the
Mediterranean style to harmonize with the adjacent Athenaeum.
These houses will be closed for renovation until January 2007. The
other three, designed by Smith, Powell and Morgridge, were com-
pleted in 1960, and are named Lloyd, Page, and Ruddock. 

Each of the houses is a separate unit with its own dining room
and lounge, providing accommodations for between 65 and 100
students, depending on the house. Each has its own elected offi-
cers; a long history of self-governance gives students a great deal of
influence over their living environments. Each house has a resident
associate, typically a graduate student.

In addition to the student houses, the Institute maintains two
apartment buildings, Avery House, Marks House, and a number of
off-campus houses. Typically two or three students share an apart-
ment. Depending upon size, the off-campus houses have a capacity
of four to ten students. These residences are all within a short walk
of the campus and offer students greater privacy, a different life-
style, and the opportunity to prepare their own meals.

Application for rooms in the student houses may be made
through Institute Housing, Mail Code 160-86, California Institute
of Technology, Pasadena, CA 91125.

Mail is delivered daily to the student mailboxes. Students
should use their mailbox number, California Institute of
Technology, Pasadena, CA 91126, to facilitate handling of mail at
the campus post office.

Avery House 
Made possible by a gift from trustee R. Stanton Avery, this innova-
tive residential complex was designed by Moore, Ruble, Yudell and
completed in September 1996. Located at the north end of the
campus, Avery House has a resident associate and rooms for about
100 undergraduates and 25 graduate students, in addition to three
faculty apartments. Its dining facilities, meeting rooms, lounges,
and library are designed to encourage informal faculty-student
interaction and to attract all members of the campus community to
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special-interest clubs and programs, such as the student shop and
the Students for the Exploration and Development of Space
(SEDS).

The student government is active in campus affairs. The stu-
dent members of each standing faculty committee ensure that
undergraduate opinion is considered seriously. Excellent informal
relations between students and faculty and between students and
administration promote mutual concern and goodwill. Student-
faculty conferences are held from time to time, and serve a very
useful purpose in promoting cooperation and communication.

Graduate Student Council 
The graduate student body forms the membership of a corporation
known as the Graduate Student Council, or GSC. Governed by a
board of directors, consisting of graduate student representatives
from different graduate options, the GSC provides funding for stu-
dent clubs, publishes a monthly newsletter, and organizes or subsi-
dizes various campus events. Annual events include New Student
Orientation activities, and Gradiators, a fun-filled summer day of
unusual games. The Technique, an information guide for graduate-
student life off and on campus, is published by the GSC. The GSC
also organizes monthly social hours, the GSC Teaching and
Mentoring Awards, and the Everhart Lecture Series, which honors
outstanding graduate student speakers, and is active in campus
affairs, with graduate student representatives on many faculty
standing committees.

Honor System
The Honor System, embodied in the phrase “No member shall
take unfair advantage of any member of the Caltech community,’’
is the fundamental principle of conduct for all students. More than
merely a code applying to conduct in examinations, it extends to all
phases of campus life. It is the code of behavior governing scholas-
tic and extracurricular activities, relations among students, and
relations between students and faculty. The Honor System is the
outstanding tradition of the student body, which accepts full
responsibility for its operation. The Board of Control, which is
composed of elected student representatives, is charged with moni-
toring the Honor System for undergraduates, while the Graduate
Review Board performs the same function for graduate students. 
The Conduct Review Committee, composed of students, faculty,
and staff, also considers cases involving the Honor System and
Institute policies. Suspected violations are reported to the appro-
priate board, which conducts investigations and hearings with strict
confidentiality. If necessary, recommendations for actions are made
to the deans.
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Option Advisers 
Each member of the three undergraduate upper classes is assigned
an option adviser, a faculty member in the option in which the stu-
dent is enrolled. The adviser takes an interest in the student’s
selection of courses and progress toward a degree, and, eventually,
in assisting the student toward satisfactory placement in industry or
in graduate school. Normally, the association between student and
adviser is established before the beginning of the sophomore year
and continues through graduation.

Athletics 
Caltech supports a well-rounded program of competitive athletics.
As a member of the NCAA Division III and the Southern
California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference, Caltech carries out
intercollegiate competition in 10 men’s sports and eight women’s
sports, with teams such as Claremont-Mudd-Scripps, LaVerne,
Occidental, Pomona-Pitzer, Cal Lutheran, Redlands, and Whittier.
Individual athletes and teams who distinguish themselves in con-
ference competition earn the privilege of participating in NCAA
regional and national championships.

Caltech also sponsors vigorous programs of club sports and
intramural competition. Club sports include rugby, ultimate
Frisbee, ice hockey, and men’s volleyball and soccer. Intramural
competition consists of residence house teams battling for champi-
onships (and bragging rights) in flag football, soccer, swimming,
ultimate Frisbee, basketball, volleyball, tennis, track and field, and
softball. A full 33 percent of Caltech undergraduates participate in
intercollegiate athletics, and over 80 percent participate in some
form of organized athletic competition each year.

Outdoor athletic facilities include an all-weather running track,
a soccer field, baseball diamonds, eight tennis courts, and two 25-
yard swimming pools. Indoor facilities include two full-size gymna-
sia for basketball, volleyball, and badminton; four racquetball
courts; two squash courts; a 4,000-square-foot weight room; and a
large multipurpose room for dance/aerobics, fencing, and martial
arts.

ASCIT 
The undergraduate student body forms the membership of a cor-
poration known as the Associated Students of the California
Institute of Technology, Inc., or ASCIT. Governed by a board of
directors consisting of nine elected officers, it is involved in many
aspects of student life, overseeing publication of the student news-
paper, a directory, the yearbook, a research opportunities hand-
book, a course review, and a literary magazine.

Besides overseeing many student publications and coordinating
activities and policies, the ASCIT Board of Directors administers
the corporation’s finances. ASCIT sponsors a wide variety of 
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dents. Members not proficient in power tools are limited to hand 
tools and bench work; however, instruction in power tools is given 
as needed. Yearly dues are collected to provide for maintenance
and replacement.

The Caltech Y
The Y is a nonprofit, student-directed organization dedicated to
helping students learn about themselves and their place in the
world community through increased social, ethical, and cultural
awareness. To this end, the Y organizes numerous outdoor adven-
tures, social activities, educational programs, cultural events, and
community service projects each year. Some of the more notable
programs include the Y hike to the Sierras, Alternative Spring
Break and Make a Difference Day community service projects,
International Week, and the Social Activism Speaker Series. The
Caltech Y also offers services such as interest-free emergency
loans, the annual $3,000 Studenski Award, camping and audio-
visual equipment rentals, and amusement park and movie theater
discount ticket sales; and provides resources, such as advising and
funding, for student organizations and planners interested in coor-
dinating their own events. The Caltech Y is located in the North
wing of the Center for Student Services, on South Holliston
Avenue.

For those interested in helping plan and organize programs,
there are many opportunities for leadership withing the Y: on com-
mittees planning community service projects, outdoor adventures,
and the speaker series; or as part of the Y ExComm, the student
executive planning committee for the Caltech Y.

Ombuds Office
The Ombuds Office provides the Caltech community with confi-
dential, informal assistance in resolving campus conflicts, disputes,
and grievances. It helps to promote fair and equitable treatment
within the Institute and to foster general well-being of the Caltech
community. The office is available to all members of the Caltech
community (students, faculty, and staff). Appointments are avail-
able upon request before and after normal business hours.

Religious Life
In addition to several groups active on campus such as the Caltech
Christian Fellowship and Hillel, houses of worship of many differ-
ent denominations are within walking distance or are only a short
drive from campus.

Public Events 
Beckman and Ramo Auditoriums serve as the home of the profes-
sional performing arts program on the Caltech campus. Each year,
more than 150 public events, ranging from the traditional Earnest
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Student Body Publications 
The publications of the student body include a weekly paper, The
California Tech; an undergraduate research journal, CURJ; a literary
magazine, The Totem; a student handbook, the little t, which gives a
survey of student activities and organizations and serves as a cam-
pus directory; a yearbook, The Big T; an annual review of the quali-
ty of teaching in the various courses, The Clue; and an undergradu-
ate research opportunities handbook, UROH. These publications,
staffed entirely by students, provide an opportunity for interested
students to obtain valuable experience in creative writing, photog-
raphy, artwork, reporting and editing, advertising, and business 
management.

Musical Activities 
The Institute provides qualified directors and facilities for various
choral music groups, a concert band, a jazz band, a symphony
orchestra (jointly with Occidental College), numerous chamber
music ensembles, a weekly interpretive music class, and guitar
classes. A series of Sunday afternoon chamber concerts is presented
in Dabney Lounge, as well as a variety of musical programs in
Beckman and Ramo Auditoriums.

Student Societies and Clubs
The Institute has more than 70 societies and clubs covering a wide
range of interests. The American Chemical Society, the American
Institute of Chemical Engineers, the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers, and the Society of Women Engineers all
maintain active student branches. There is a chapter of the
National Society of Black Engineers, and the Caltech Latino
Association of Students in Engineering and Science is a chapter of
the Society of Hispanic Engineers.

The Institute has a chapter (California Beta) of Tau Beta Pi, the
national scholarship honor society of engineering colleges. Each
year the Tau Beta Pi chapter elects to membership students from
the highest-ranking eighth of the junior class and the highest fifth
of the senior class.

Special interests and hobbies are provided for by a broad and
constantly changing spectrum of clubs, some informal but most
formally recognized by either ASCIT or the Graduate Student
Council.

Student Shop 
The student shop is housed in the Physical Plant complex. It is
equipped by the Institute, largely through donations, and is operat-
ed by the students. Here qualified students may work on private
projects that require tools and equipment not otherwise available.
All students are eligible to apply for membership in the student
shop; applications are acted on by a governing committee of stu-
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